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it is practically confuted by the belief actually entertained by the 
bulk of mankind, — by all persons, in fact, whose skeptical inge- 
nuity does not transcend their sober judgment. It affords a good 
field, however, for legitimate metaphysical discussion, and a se- 
vere scrutiny of the nature and applicability of different kinds of 
evidence ; and it is as an exercise of this character that Mr. Law- 
rence has treated it. He has viewed the subject more as a law- 
yer than a theologian, and his remarks are therefore free from 
that professional bias which has injured the effect, if it has not 
impaired the soundness, of many replies to Hume. His criticisms 
are not confined to the reasoning of the arch skeptic, but extend 
over the ground occupied by most of these replies ; and they 
evince a clear understanding of the subject, great logical acumen, 
and a remarkable power of stating his arguments and conclusions 
in concise, forcible, and distinct language. It is quite refreshing 
to find a little pamphlet so free from the verbiage, irrelevancy, 
and indistinctness which deform most argumentative discussions 
of the present day. If the writer will cultivate his powers, and 
choose a broader field for their exercise, he can hardly fail to 
acquire distinction in the practice of any profession which affords 
play for the nobler faculties of the intellect. 



7. — Manual of Astronomy : a Popular Treatise on Theoretical, 
Descriptive, and Practical Astronomy, with a Familiar 
Explanation of Astronomical Instruments, and the best 
Methods of using them. By John Drew. London: Dar- 
ton & Co. 18mo. pp. 344. 

We have room only to commend very briefly the plan and 
execution of Mr. Drew's little work, as alike modest, thorough, 
and practical. His long experience as an instructer has enabled 
him to give a very perspicuous and interesting account of the 
leading principles and facts of astronomical science, adapted to 
the wants of those who have not leisure or inclination to make 
themselves entire masters of the subject. The lucid description 
of the most important instruments of observation, and the succinct 
directions for their use, will be very acceptable to a number of 
persons in this country, who are now training themselves in our 
recently established observatories to watch with scientific precis- 
ion the phenomena of the heavens. 



